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PRIMED, a digital magazine written
by educators, for educators.
Welcome back!

primed v.

Most of you will be enjoying the Easter
holidays as you read this, putting your effort into
‘switching off’ from work and catching up on
that precious family time. Enjoy every minute you deserve it!

to make ready;
prepare

The relief teachers feel when we reach a holiday only shows how hard we
work. There aren’t many jobs like it - it takes all of your heart and soul to be
a teacher. We don’t leave it behind when we leave school. We will dwell
and reflect and remember. And while it is often frustrating and tiring, that’s
the beauty of the profession. From Facebook groups to Twitter chats, to
TeachMeets and events like Primary Rocks, you can’t escape teachers and
their passion to do the best for the kids. So, in the midst of Education Doom
and Gloom, remember what you love about your job. Keep sharing and
caring - that’s what it’s all about.
Sam Daunt
Editor
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STORIES

COUNT

USING CHILDREN’S LITERATURE IN MATHEMATICS
“Get yourselves comfy and settled on the
carpet and I’ll read us the next chapter of
our class reader!” Without a doubt, that
statement lit a match within the classroom
that ignited quite a response from my class.
Concerned pupils, obviously with a love of
the subject, questioned, “Why isn’t it Maths?
Are we doing Literacy first instead today?”
Whilst at the other end of the spectrum,
other pupils – many just disengaged with
the subject - were fist pumping either at the
thought of no Maths today or in the belief
that something extraordinary was about
to happen in school. In actual fact, it was.
They didn’t know about it - and neither did
I at the time. However, their teachers were
about to embark on a learning journey
themselves.
Why the use of stories? Quite simply –
The Power of Reading! This project was
brought in to improve writing across school,
which was a subject needing massive
improvements at the time. In summary, it’s
a fantastic website that suggests excellent
pieces of children’s literature, which can be
used across both key stages, to enthuse
and inspire children to write purposefully.
Without any doubt, it did – and still does
today. Nevertheless, during a staff meeting
reflecting on its impact, the project’s slogan
– ‘Quality children’s literature at the heart of
all learning’ – strangely inspired me to take
the project in to the maths lesson.

To achieve this, I devised a problem solving
activity which was inspired by a scenario within
the Power of Reading book: The Miraculous
Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo
(one of the greatest pieces of literature I’ve
read with a class). Because my aim was to
investigate the impact stories have upon
children’s engagement in mathematics, it was
imperative that the children’s literature chosen
for this research would enhance the activity
that followed. Despite the book not being
perceived as a ‘mathematical story’, I believed
that the context of the story allowed me to
pose an interesting mathematical problem that
enhanced the opportunity for children to utilise
and develop their mathematical skills and
understanding.
To briefly describe the context of the story
that I was using: a china doll rabbit had been
rescued from the sea and given to a new
owner named Nellie. Due to the doll being
embarrassed about being in a naked state,
children were told that Nellie had made
thirty-six different outfits for the doll using an
unknown number of different coloured shirts
and skirts. Therefore, children were instructed
to find all the possible outcomes, or in this case
outfits, that a specific number of coloured shirts
and skirts would generate. To extend the more
able, we added a pair of socks and asked
children to explore the outcomes of that.
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After delivering the lesson, on reflection,
I believe that the lesson exhibited enough
evidence to suggest that embedding a story
at the heart of mathematics teaching can
have a positive impact upon encouraging
mathematical talk and engagement in the
subject. As opposed to my pupils’ typical
behaviours in skills practice lessons, they
remained more on task and were highly
engaged with the lesson content, thoroughly
enjoying the story-related activity. However,
most pleasingly, I was flabbergasted at how
children were justifying their mathematical
thinking and reasoning orally, using the context
of the book. This is something I had not
previously experienced in my practice before,
as children in my own setting typically shy
away from sharing their mathematical thinking.
Based on this positive experience, there were
a number of directions in which I intended to
take this practice. Primarily, this experience,
alongside inspiration provided to me by
Sheffield Hallam on my Maths Specialist
Teacher program, inspired me to further
explore the role of story in mathematics by
evaluating a range of mathematical texts
and considering how they could be applied
to lessons. To do this successfully, as Maths
leader, my inaugural Maths Week had a
‘Story in Maths’ theme.

We had One is a Snail Ten is a Crab by April
Pulley Sayre, Jeff Sayre and Randy Cecil
introducing multiplication to Y1. 365 Penguins
by Jean-Luc Fromental developed concepts
related to time - days, weeks, months and
years – to children in Y2. A Remainder of One
introduced division with remainders to Y3,
whilst our older children looked at the concept
of larger numbers (up to the millions) using
books such as How Many Jelly Beans? by
Yancey Labat and How Big is a Million? by
Anna Milbourne. The week was an absolute
triumph with many colleagues commenting
on how the texts engaged and inspired their
children in lessons.
As positive as the experiences were, at the
time I felt as though we were fitting the maths
around the stories rather than using the
literature to complement our maths curriculum.
Therefore, as a staff team, we decided
that the use of children’s literature could
not only help develop reading and writing
across school, but could also be another
excellent weapon in our arsenal to develop
mathematical skills in our children, particularly
reasoning.
Now, at the beginning of a Maths lesson, if I’m
informing the children that we’re reading part
of a story, I can guarantee you’ll no longer
see confused faces; I can’t promise that you
won’t see the fist pumps … but I know now that
they’re for more positive reasons!

Darren Ward
@3edmigos
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EXCITING

WRITING

ENGAGING ENGLISH IDEAS
All Primary practitioners are aware of the
need to provide stimulating and engaging
writing experiences for children – but where
to find them? How can teachers ensure
that, whilst engrossed, children are also
understanding the writing fundamentals?
Over the past few years, I have researched
and scoured the web looking for entertaining
clips, high-quality texts and fabulous ideas.
Often this has been worthwhile, but
frequently, the best ideas have come directly
from the pupils’ interests (isn’t this what EYFS
have been telling us for years?!).
It’s all too easy to become ‘stuck’ to the
curriculum. To find it difficult to deviate from
the genre-based ‘old’ curriculum. To ensure
children are understanding how to write in a
range of styles. But here’s a secret… It’s very
rare that authors stick to one type of genre!
Most popular writing has distinct cross-overs!
I believe the main barrier to learning isn’t that
children don’t know how to write, but don’t
want to write if there is no clear purpose or
interest in the task.

THE RHYTHM
IN THE WRITE
Recently, I attending a fabulous course held
by @ICT_MrP where the inspirational Lee
Parkinson provided a range of ideas to use
Visual Media to grab children’s attention. One
idea was to use movie soundtracks without the
visual images to allow children to imagine what
was taking place in the scene.
Some really interesting music to inspire writing
could be:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Planets by Gustav Holst
The Dark Knight soundtrack
Finding Nemo soundtrack
Braveheart soundtrack
Twilight soundtrack
Romeo and Juliet soundtrack

Children could listen to the music and describe
how they are feeling. They could work together
to develop a character and put them into a
situation, e.g. an angry character captured
by an evil villain. They could discuss how they
could escape before turning their ideas into
a story map. The children could bring this to
life through drama, before creating a detailed
description. Children could also create their
own music through a soundscape (what
would it sound like in a forest?) using natural
products, instruments or even through the use
of apps such as ‘Garage Band’ or ‘Music
Maker Jam’.
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SPAG DOESN'T HAVE
TO BE BORING!
Songs can also support SPaG skills. Elsa’s
beautiful ballad ‘Let it Go’ contains some of the
most fantastic figurative language. Children
could identify similes and metaphors and write
some of their own!
Country girl Shania Twain also loves a bit of
grammar. Use ‘You’re Still the One’ to discuss
the use of apostrophes for omission and
relative clauses. Even simply identifying word
classes can be covered by using popular songs
from the UK top 40. I recommend ‘Stitches’
by Shawn Mendes… Not just because it’s a
great tune but because Shawn uses similes,
adjectives and a whole heap of verbs!

HIGH

QUALITY

TEXTS

Children need quality authors to become
quality writers. However, it isn’t always easy
to find books to facilitate a range of crosscurricular writing. Emma Rogers
[www.emmarogers.org.uk] is a fantastic
resource which holds a wealth of superb
texts (along with planning and ideas – bonus!).
Booktrust.org.uk is also an online treasure trove.
It contains links to genres and often links to
ideas and plans.
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ANIMATING

WRITING

In our current world, animation plays a huge
role in children’s interests. Animators are
amazing at characterisation simply through
the design of the creature or person.
Ask children to compare a Disney villain to
a hero. Discuss how they appear differently.
The LAWs of writing are important here: How
the character LOOKS, ACTS, WALKS and
SPEAKS. Scar from the Lion King, for example,
moves slowly and stealthily, his voice gruff
and eerie, whereas Woody is bright and
soft, his voice friendly, loud and animated. By
describing characters on this level, children
become much more aware of how to develop
characterisation and add detail.
Also, using animated films can capture children’s
interests. Recently, a Year 5/6 class studied
characterisation in the Pixar movie ‘Finding
Nemo’, before turning it into a horror film.

BUT

WHAT IS
POINT?

THE

Imagine you have been asked to write an
essay about writing. Just for the sake of it. Just
to sit in a book for one person to read… I’d bet
you wouldn’t fancy doing it!

The children story mapped the basic plot
line and then discussed how characters and
setting could be adapted to change the genre
of the move. The children used their ideas to
adapt the trailer on iMovie by editing the
music, typeface and clips. There’s a ton of
these adapted trailers on Youtube. This was
another fantastic idea inspired by
@ICT_MrP and it truly captured the
children’s imagination.
An article about writing simply cannot be
written without the mention of the fantastic
@LiteracyShed. Many of my best writing
outcomes have been due to this wonderful
website. The interesting, wide range of clips
has something to suit everybody and every
genre! I highly recommend ‘Three Brothers’
for playscript writing and ‘Three Little Pigs –
News Reports’ . Our school set up a ‘Three
Little Pigs’ crime scene in the corridor which
engaged all children who ventured past!

Children feel exactly the same. Practitioners
must provide a purpose for writing. Often that
can be easy (letters to the Prime Minister, a
debate between the class...), but often it can
be a real head scratcher!
This year, my class have presented their
work in a variety of ways. They’ve sent nonchronological reports via Twitter to Tim Peake,
posted on Pobble, taught younger children
about the Solar Eclipse and taken their writing
to another local school to present their best
writing in a ‘peer exhibition’. To completely
misquote Barry Gorby, ‘the whole purpose of
writing is to be understood’. Providing these
opportunities for children to showcase their
work will ensure that, as they write, they are
writing with an audience in mind.

Lisa Green
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goodbye

to

no

talking

in

class

USING APPS TO SUPPORT SPEAKING AND LISTENING
Increasing the number of opportunities for
children to engage in purposeful talk has
been a whole school focus that I have been
leading this year. The Primary National
Curriculum for Speaking and Listening, albeit
brief in content, stipulates the importance of
children being able to ‘give well-structured
descriptions and explanations’, ‘use spoken
language to develop understanding through
speculating, hypothesising, imagining and
exploring ideas’ and ‘consider and evaluate
different viewpoints, attending to and building
on the contributions of others’.
Within my own setting, one of our current
priorities is to improve attainment in writing.
It has become clear, especially with an
increasing number of children with English as
an additional language, that opportunity for
talk is paramount to improving their writing.
As the ‘Talk for Writing’ pioneer, Pie Corbett,
says: If a child cannot think or say something,
then how can they be expected to write
it? As a result, planned opportunities for
speaking and listening are being implemented
within English lessons, as well as across all
areas of the curriculum.
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One way in which children orally rehearse
and evaluate their spoken work is through the
use of iPad apps as a tool to support learning.
There are many different apps available to
support speaking and listening, though two of
my particular favourites are Tiny Tap and Book
Creator. Book Creator has been a favourite
of mine for a while now, though I find myself
also using Tiny Tap more and more. Not only
is it a fantastic resource for creating games to
support learning in all curriculum areas (which
can be shared on the Tiny Tap community),
but it also allows the user to import pictures
and audio recording. Key vocabulary prompts
the pupils as they record, and listeners are
then able to evaluate the quality of the oral
presentation by tapping on any text and
hearing the presentation.
Here I have listed just a few examples of this in
action:
- As a simple introduction to recount, I took a
selection of photos of the children playing a
hockey match. The children again used these
pictures to structure an oral rehearsal of a
match report, recounting the main events.

- In preparation for non-chronological report
writing, pupils have made school brochures
and recorded descriptions of each area of the
school and its grounds. This can then be saved
into iBooks and easily shared with others,
including school visitors.
- In French, after designing a café menu, pupils
recorded a conversation, role-playing the
parts of the waiter and the customer. Through
recording their conversation, the children are
able to listen back and evaluate, as well as
share with the rest of the class through the
Reflector app.

- Before writing up explanation texts, which
I often link to science, pupils can import a
diagram showing the process, and orally
record the different stages. This has worked
well when explaining life cycles, the water
cycle and more recently, when explaining how
a ‘cracking contraption’ worked, pulling in the
children’s knowledge and understanding of
different mechanisms.

Tiny Tap allows pupils to import text, pictures,
sound and links. They can create presentations
in any subject to support their speaking and
listening, and subsequently, their writing.

Pairs were able to record and evaluate their
oral performance of ordering from a French
menu, before presenting to the class.

The use of these apps has been of huge
benefit to pupils in allowing them to hear and
evaluate how something sounds before being
asked to write it. For pupils such as those with
English as an additional language, or those
with limited language experiences, hearing
oral presentations from others, as well as
being able to listen to and evaluate their own,
is not only supporting progress in their spoken
language, but also their subsequent writing.

Jenna Lucas
@JennaLucas81
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THE

WINNER

IS...

THE STORY OF THE FIRST EVER FAN AWARDS

In June 2015, the unassuming theatre and
lobby of the Newark Academy was turned
into a glitzy Red Carpet event to celebrate
the First FAN (Film and Animation Newark)
Awards. Attendees were treated to an
Oscars style event, with popcorn, Black tie
and ball gowns.

Rewind 9 months to the first meeting of the
Newark Cluster for computing - a meeting of
the computing teachers from 13 schools across
the town. This was the first time we had sought
to work together as a group and it came out
of the ‘Together for Newark’ initiative.

Newark is in the middle of an exciting project
to bring all schools (Primary, Secondary and
Special), local business and childrens’ services
together to close the gap for all children in the
town.
At the meeting, it was suggested that we
hold a film competition for the schools. We
envisaged a small competition where children
could submit a film and a winner would be
chosen.
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The more we discussed it, the more the
idea grew larger and larger. Why just a film
competition and not a huge gala event?
Could we include local business?
So, after months of letters, we had a date
and sponsorship from local and national
companies. We sent out a flyer to schools
inviting them to take part. It was suggested
that films should be no longer than five
minutes; they could be live action, animation or
any mixture that pupils could conjure up.

For our film in my school, we opted to use
some of the ideas from the fantastic ‘A Tale
Unfolds’ resources. If you have not seen
this, then it is well worth a look. The newest
resources offer materials for reading, writing
and topic lessons. They work really well
along side the Alan Peat sentence types. We
transported our children from a make-believe
detective agency in England to the depths of
the rainforest and Mayan temples. All of this
was achieved through green screening apps
and iPads.
All of the films were submitted and judged
by the computing group. We selected four
nominees from each category to receive a
‘golden ticket’ to attend the event.

FAST FORWARD TO
THE EVENT...
The children (and teachers) arrived in their
glad rags to be greeted by a red carpet
and paparazzi photographer, who took the
official pictures for the event. We were lucky
to have been given some huge posters and
standees by Odeon cinemas to help make it
look more like a premiere. Asda also provided
us with the popcorn.
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Colin Wells - an actor best known for his
work on Hollyoaks and Crossroads - greeted
the children and shared his experiences of
being an actor. He recounted being shot at
with fake bullets while filming in South Africa.
The audience was spellbound.
As each of the categories was announced,
short clips of each film were shown before
the ubiquitous golden envelope was opened
by a string of VIPs. We had representatives
from the Sponsors, The Box TV network, the
town’s Mayor, Head Teachers and Colin
himself.

AND THE
WINNER IS...
Each of the winning teams was presented
with a golden certificate and a laser cut
acrylic trophy, engraved with their names.
These were created for us by the Academy’s
Design Technology department. The
nominees also received a smaller laser cut
trophy.
Rapturous applause met each winning team
as they collected their awards, before being
whisked off to be interviewed for a special
programme on the local radio station.
From pupils to superstars within a matter of
moments. The interviews were played out as
part of a dedicated show later in the week.
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Attention
talented
person!
(yes, you!)!

Following the event, the local newspaper ran
a full-page spread featuring all of the winners.
It had really been a hit and had an impact on
the town.
So where next? Next year’s ceremony will be
held in the theatre at the newly built academy.
We are lucky to have some exciting new
sponsors on board too. We will be inviting
parents to sit in an adjoining room with a
live feed from the event, so that they can be
proud as their children win the awards. We
are also discussing how we can broadcast the
event over a live feed on the internet.
If you fancy setting up something similar I would
be happy to share more of the successes,
pitfalls and simple ideas that can make a night
the children will never forget.

Tim Head
@MrHeadComputing

Would you like to write
for a future issue of
								
						 ?
Email
primedmagazine@gmail.com
with your ideas for an article
and we’ll get back to you.
Follow us on Twitter
@primedmagazine for updates
and deadlines.
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great

artists

INSPIRING CHILDREN WITH WELL-KNOWN WORKS
There is a wealth of amazing art out there,
almost too much to choose from. Great
resources like Pinterest have opened up many
possibilities for using the work of others to
support the art in the classroom.
Of course, there are also the stay safe artists.
The ones that get dragged out for everything:
Picasso, Van Gogh, Monet and Lowry. I have
nothing against these artists, but I do have
issues with the way that they are used. Allow
me to ask: what is the value in asking children
to reproduce or ‘copy’ a painting by one of
these artists? What do the children learn from
this? In my opinion, very little. It is much better
to use them as inspiration where the children
can explore the skills the artists used and
apply it to their own work. This has far more
meaning. When exploring a theme, I tend to
draw on many different artists to inspire the
children and offer a great range of outcome
opportunities.
So here is my quick guide to great artists and
how they could be used in the classroom.
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van

gogh

I love the work of Van Gogh. Wheatfield
with Crows is one of my favourite paintings.
His work is amazing for exploring colour
and painting technique. His use of blue in
Wheatfield with Crows, The Starry Night
and Starry Night over the Rhone offer great
opportunities for investigating different shades
of blue. How many can the children find? His
work could also be used in a mark making
exercise, looking at the different ways paint
can be applied with different tools.

Cy Twombly and
Jackson Pollock

David

hockney

A great British landscape artist. He has a
wealth of work that is great for primary
schools. I have used his swimming pool
paintings when exploring the theme of water.
They are great to use as reference points in
investigating how to create the colour and
textures of water using paint. His photographic
landscapes are also interesting pieces, where
he compiles several images to create a unique
effect. This could be done with children by
letting them record a view or part of a school
trip which is then assembled as a class. The
children could then use these photomontages
as references for work in sketchbooks or on
iPads.

I have put these two artists together as they
offer similar opportunities. They are both
great for exploring mark making and paint
techniques. Cy Twombly also produced a
series of work linked to the seasons. His work
would be great to look at along with other
artists such as Monet, who looked at how
places changed depending on the season.
The children could express this through colour,
mark making and texture.

Friedensreich
Hundertwasser
I love Hundertwasser’s quirky landscapes. They
are bright and colourful with quirky lollipoplike trees and interesting compositions. His
work is great for exploring landscapes with
the children, especially in lower Key Stage
2. The children could use the view from a
window or from a trip they might have been
on. It needs to be a place they have been
to so that they can capture the feeling of
the space. His work could also tie in with the
illustrations in Voices in the Park by Anthony
Browne. Hundertwasser was also an architect.
The children could explore his buildings and
the work of others such as Gaudi to create
models. To give this more context, it could tie
into a geography topic on the local area and
potential redevelopments.
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henry

moore

Henry Moore is one of my favourite artists. His
drawings for me are utterly captivating. These
are great to use as studies for exploring tone
and form. His figure drawings from World War
2 can be used across many themes. I have
used them as part of work on the transatlantic
slave trade. The children could make pipe
cleaner or wire models of figures which could
be used as part of a class sculpture, hanging or
used for animation.

Karl

Blossfeldt

The work of Karl Blossfeldt fits in perfectly
when looking at plants. His close-up, black
and white photographs explore the shape and
form of different plants, giving them an almost
sculptural look. His work offers opportunity
to investigate tone with different materials.
Blossfeldt’s approach could be looked at
alongside the work of Georgia O’Keefe
in exploring the different ways artists have
responded to the theme of plants.
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The

Pre-Raphaelites
and
Ford Madox Brown

The extensive work of the Pre-Rapealite
brotherhood is great for use in literacy.
Autumn Leaves by Millais has possibilities
for exploring relationships and developing
description; Miranda by Waterhouse links
perfectly with work on the Tempest or on
discovery and exploration; The Last of England
by Madox Brown is perfect for developing
stories, whether they include flashbacks or
flash-forwards.

Yinka

Shonibare

Yinka Shonibare uses African wax print
fabrics in a range of different contexts. His
work is great for exploring African textiles
and pattern work. The children can use these
to make their own African patterns which
could be used in unusual or unlikely contexts
as part of a theme on Africa.

Annie

blake

Peter Blake is an iconic British Pop artist
famous for creating the album sleeve for
Sargent Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band.
He also produced art works which explored
different types of typography. His work would
be perfect for an exploration of today’s
popular culture. It could also tie in with
computing in manipulating text.

Leibovitz

Annie Leibovitz offers a great alternative to
portraiture through photography, which has
never been more current in the time of the
‘selfie’. Her portraits are great to explore
with Year 6. The children could look at a
range of portrait artists before creating
their own self-portraits that reflect their
experiences of primary school and the way
they feel about moving on to secondary
school.

M.C.

peter

Esher

The work of M.C. Esher is a perfect way
to link Maths and art. His mathematicallyinspired woodcuts and lithographs offer
children opportunities to explore tessellation
along with shape, space and tone. The
children can make their own tessellation tiles
which could be used to create wallpaper or
wrapping paper designs.

There are many more artists I could mention.
Start collecting images that you think you
could use. Cheap calendars after Christmas
are a great resource. These can be chopped
up and laminated. Alternatively, start to
build up a collection of Pinterest boards
with different themes or for different artists.
Think carefully about what opportunities the
artwork will bring and how it can support
the development of skills. Get out to the
art gallery, ask local artists to come in and
work with the children. Where possible,
build the artists into a theme rather than
making the artist the theme - this offers much
more potential. Think about the process the
artist goes through and follow that with the
children. It’s all about the process.

Sophie Merrill
@MissSMerrill
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IS

TWO

TOO

YOUNG

FOR

SCHOOL?

A REFLECTION ON THE BEGINNINGS OF LEARNING
The Department of Education aimed to roll
out free early education for disadvantaged
two-year-olds in England from 2006. They first
piloted this scheme to improve disadvantaged
children’s social and cognitive outcomes, so
that by the age of 5, they would be more
ready to start school. They also combined the
support for parents: the aim was to improve
parents’ confidence to support their own child’s
learning, to get them back into work or college
or to help with health issues. The development
of this pilot scheme also encouraged interagency working with the families, which would
have a lasting impact on the child.. The families
that were identified had to apply and the
local councils used their knowledge of families
in the district to ensure that the offer was
provided to those families and children who
most needed it.
So the debate begins. What do you think as an
educator? Why would this be beneficial to those
disadvantaged two-year-olds and their families?
Would this make the transition into nursery easier?
Would this mean disadvantaged children would
be ‘school ready’? Would this help National
averages? Or is two too young?
Let’s fast forward the questions - we could go on
forever, couldn’t we? I would just like to share my
thoughts and feelings as to why I think we should
be giving these children at the age of two the
opportunity to learn effectively.

I have worked within early years since
completing my Diploma way back when. Since
then, many educators/practitioners have often
asked: How do you work with two-year-olds?
They are babies! Do you just play and change
nappies? But the simple fact is, I love the
two-year-olds! They are magical to watch:
they are so enthusiastic about learning and
exploring. Egocentric and not afraid to ask or
investigate. Don’t get me wrong, on a daily
basis it is a fast-paced session, and at the end
of that working day, as the last two year old
goes skipping through the gate, the silence
seems golden... but I always seem to go at a
faster pace, getting things ready to explore for
the next day. Two is the magic number!
These young children in our care need security
and the time and space for imaginative
play. They need a voice, and quality
educators to support their personal journey
and adventures. That time spanning from
pregnancy up to the first two years of life
is crucial and is the vital open window of
opportunity for laying the foundations. This,
in turn, will allow space and time for healthy
development, enabling a two-year-old to
learn and develop in a way in which they feel
comfortable and confident.
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The philosophy and vision we use within our
school-based provision is quite simple – be
in harmony with age and developmental
characteristics and have a holistic
pedagogical approach. Provide natural
resources, light, order and the opportunity to
explore the environment. Young children from
those disadvantaged families need to be in
such a provision allow them to be children, to
be inquisitive and to explore the world around
them. The children need time and opportunity
to join in open-ended free play. Therefore,
it is down to us to make the environment
nurturing and inviting, away from such a heavy
academic focus with highlighted ticky sheets!
The educator should always be led by the
child. We should always be in tune to their
interests and how they learn. We need to be
in tune with loose part play and step away
from the age- and stage-appropriate plastic
toys that children are becoming so used to. We
need to step away from technology and allow
children to experiment in their own ways. Allow
them to transport objects and be creative.
What young children need is support by
scaffolding; as Vygotsky first said, adults
need to focus on purposeful interactions that
stem from the interests and desires of the
child. If we get this part right, they will each
be able to develop and achieve their own
potential. It is, in fact, play that allows children
to begin learning and we need to enable
the child to do this. It is a small and simple
way we can teach. Can you relate to this or
change something in your practice that could
effectively allow children to achieve their own
goals? Has it made you be more mindful of
those in your class that may not have had the
opportunity to be a child? To be inquisitive, to
explore?
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The environment is in fact the third teacher - it
has to inspire the child. Can we move from
those bright, colourful and meaningless
displays that are put out for those important
chiefs who need to see our evidence!? Who
actually looks at these displays? Do the
children really understand why they are there?
Do these children understand the days of the
week? Or, in fact, the birthday banner we
have at such a height that they cannot even
see their names? Do they need to be told to
put eyes, nose and a mouth onto a painting?
I, myself, used to do all of this but have now
changed my own thinking and, in such a short
space of time, have noticed the change in
children’s behaviour.
To answer my own question: Is two too
young for school? No. When children can be
involved in high quality care and education,
all led by their own inquisitive way of thinking,
it enables them to take the first steps of
their own learning. Allowing children these
opportunities at two will only have a positive
impact on their later learning.

Kayleigh Czerepok
@KayleighCZ15

boxing

clever

fiction

factory

THE APP REVIEW
‘Boxing Clever’ is the latest app from Alan
Peat Ltd and is the digital version of an idea
originally developed by Alan Peat in the
1990s.
The app (and the original concept of ‘Boxing
Clever’) is described as being designed to
support pupils to ‘understand the structural
conventions of a simple linear story’. Just
like the physical form of ‘Boxing Clever’,
the app takes the user through 8 boxes:
Who? Where? Where next? Why? What
goes wrong? Who helps? Where last? and
Feelings.
The app comes as a blank template. I had
been expecting an in-app library of basic
images, but the blank canvas allows the user
to design their own ‘factory’, selecting images
saved to the iPad photo library. Up to 30
images can be saved per box, with there
being 5 boxes.

When first starting out, I found the online
tutorials essential in helping me to navigate
my way around the app, and understand its
full potential. These are available on YouTube.
Although I prefer the tactile benefits of the
physical form of ‘Boxing Clever’, the ability to
record notes (in written form and through the
microphone) is a huge advantage that the
app offers. Pupils are able to make notes for
each ‘box’ and view these altogether in the
final box. Being able to print or save these to
Dropbox is another perk.
For supporting pupils who are developing
their understanding of story structure, the
‘Boxing Clever’ app is a very worthwhile
classroom tool.

Jenna Lucas
@JennaLucas81
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An

updated

the

practical

pupil

guide

to

premium

THE BOOK REVIEW
“This is a book for classroom assistants, teachers, school leaders and governors in every school in
England – and beyond – to support their work with disadvantaged young people.”
Sir John Dunford, National Pupil Premium Champion
I came across this book on Twitter and, being
new to the role of Pupil Premium manager,
thought it would be a good place to start.
How right I was! Whether you’re just starting
out on your Pupil Premium journey or someone
who has held the role for a while, this book
will focus you on essential theory, research,
questions and tasks.
There is a chapter for pretty much every
question or issue you have. Part One – the bulk
of the book – contains the following guidance:

The final parts include examples of Pupil
Premium Reviews and Ofsted guidance.
There is a perfect balance between theory
and research, and practical ideas. My first task
after reading was to create a provision map
in the style of the model shared by Thomas
Hepburn Academy (page 31). We are all
averse to paperwork for paperwork’s sake –
the examples shared by Marc have all been
created for a purpose and it’s easy to see
their value and impact.
This isn’t a book you have to read in one
sitting (although it is easily done) – open it to
any page and you will come across an idea
or question, inspiring you to reflect on and
refine your current practice. I’ve read many
education books that are interesting reads but
now live on my bookshelf. This one is carried
around with me, heavily highlighted and often
referred to in meetings and discussions with
others. It should be titled ‘The Essential Guide
to The Pupil Premium’.

Part Two covers ‘What Should I Spend my
Pupil Premium on?’, ‘Ideas to Magpie’ and an
interview with Sir John Dunford.

Sam Daunt
@samdaunt

We have 5 copies of ‘An Updated Practical Guide to T he Pupil Premium’ by
Marc Rowland to give away. To win, tweet @primedmagazine your Pupil
Premium Top Tips #PPtips
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Winners will be randomly selected on Saturday 23rd April at 8pm.

classroom

management

GETTING TRANSITIONS RIGHT
The curriculum is crowded and it is probably
impossible to teach everything required each
year. Instead, we often have to choose the
sections we feel are most essential to be
covered, especially those that are sequentially
based. Children are actively engaged
in structured learning of some sort for
approximately five hours per day. How much
is lost due to time wasting or during transition?
There are some things we cannot control
that interrupt our lesson times – safety drills,
sick or tired children, whole school events
etc. However, there are some things we can
control and should endeavour to do so.

Children in your class should all understand the
importance and value of learning and gaining
an education. This should be conveyed in a
variety of ways:
•

Clear boundaries and structure in
your classroom

•

Expectation of work finished to the
best of their ability

•

Expectation of work being
completed

•

A tidy classroom that children can
take pride in

•

Children are taught your expectations
for work standards and these are
modelled often

•

Posters and children’s work are
displayed and changed often

•

Regular conversations with parents
about their child’s progress

•

Encouragement of toilet visits to occur
during recess times

Once you have an established culture in
your classroom of the value of learning,
there are a number of ways to minimise time
wasting.
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start

of

the

day

What time are your class finally settled to
begin work? Children should be seated,
with all management chores done by 9am if
possible (or whenever your start of day bell
goes).
Does your school have a warning bell or
music prior to the main bell? If so, you could
trial allowing students in then, unpacking and
putting down chairs etc. and seated by 9am.
I have taught in senior school for many years
and we trialled eliminating line up outside and
having children seated by 9am, under the
strict proviso that we would return to line up if
they couldn’t manage it. We didn’t need to. It
also allowed us to see more clearly who was
entering the classroom after 9am and they
could be sent to the office to get a late pass.
When children were lining up outside, the late
arrivals just tended to sneak into line and it
was harder to monitor who was late.
Do you have some sort of impromptu
assembly each morning when children are
lined up outside? Is this really necessary?
When I moved to senior school, this was the
established culture. I eliminated this, as students
were never ready to learn until at least
9.15am. That’s 75 minutes of wasted time a
week!
Make it clear the jobs students need to do
prior to being seated – chairs down, notices
handed in, iPad or drink bottle stored in
correct place, home folder in the right box etc.
Perhaps appoint monitors to do some chores
while you take the register, such as taking
chairs down and going through home folders
to find notices.

Reward your class for being ready to learn
by an appointed time – this only works if you
have a whole class reward system of some
sort.
Don’t penalise the whole class for those
one or two stragglers who find it hard to get
themselves organised or who are regularly
late.
Often parents want to tell you something
about their child. You have a few ways of
handling this. You could pre-empt by being
outside for 5 minutes each morning before
the bell goes. Alternatively you could request
parents make a time to speak with you either
before or after school. I have seen some
parents continually try and take advantage of
new graduate teachers by attempting to gain
their attention every morning. Remember to
have boundaries about this.
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transitions within
the classroom
You have done your whole class teaching
and are sending the kids off to work
independently. This can take ages! Ideally,
children have picked up the resources they
need and gotten themselves to a workspace
within two minutes.
Encourage this by:
• Using a countdown system – use a
countdown timer on an interactive
whiteboard or iPad. The bigger, the
better! Boys in particular respond well to
visual countdown timers. You can verbally
countdown in some way but it’s tiring and a
waste of your energy. While a digital timer
is on, you can be assisting children to get
organised.
• Using a reward system – if the whole class
is seated and working quietly by the two
minute mark, then add to your whole class
reward system.
The last transition time is packing up after a
session or moving from one activity to the next.
This can also be a huge time waster. Some
suggestions to speed this up are:
• If I want children to bring their work and
sit on the floor quickly, I just count back
from five to zero, using my hand as a visual
at the same time. Any kids left standing or
at desks when I get to zero lose something.
I use Class Dojo or free time minutes (see
Templates on the website). I don’t penalise
the whole class, just the individuals. They
learn very quickly!
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• Countdown timers incorporating music
– sometimes there might be a bit of pack
up to do at the end of a session. I have
downloaded the Mission Impossible
countdown timer from Youtube and it’s on
my iPad as an MP3. This is both visual and
auditory. It’s three minutes and 95% of the
time the class can get done in that period.
There are plenty of countdown timers in the
App store or via Youtube.

stragglers
Some children have great difficulty in getting
organised or in hurrying. When you identify
the one or two in your class who struggle,
work with them so they learn how to be
organised. Not everyone is a naturally
organised person!
Place a visual cues chart where appropriate,
such as on their desk or above where their
bag is stored. It should list the steps required
for set up/pack up, and in the order needed.
This can be pictorial, written or both. Perhaps
they can even tick them off as they go. You will
need to specifically teach them how to use it,
to remember to use it and model it for them. If
they have an integration aide, this could come
under their duties. For some children you will
always need to allow more time for transition.
Use your own judgement here.

Nadine King
www.survivingandthriving.com.au
Nadine King is a primary school
teacher in Melbourne, Australia
and has recently released The
Essential Teacher’s Guide aimed
at new graduate teachers.

INTRODUCING

ALGEBRA

GETTING IT RIGHT IN PRIMARY
I Love Algebra.
This statement always gets me strange looks
from my students, and even friends. But that
does not stop me from telling everyone.
“Miss, you’re so weird.”
“Miss, do you have any friends?”
“Miss? Why?”
These are just some of the confused responses
I receive when I make this particular
declaration of love. I wait patiently though.
I know that some of the young, wide eyed
students I teach will one day say these
precious three words too. Each time I get a
new A-Level Maths class, I hear one or two
admit their love for algebra and smile to
myself.

I believe a love of algebra comes from
understanding and succeeding in it. The
enjoyment of solving any Mathematical
problem is actually being able to solve it. It
is one of my favourite topics to introduce to
a new eager class of Year 7 who know of
Algebra’s existence, but are yet to experience
it. Introducing algebra is an extremely
important stage in a student’s Mathematics
education because some of them will decide
then and there whether they like it or hate it.
From reading the Key Stage 2 National
Curriculum, the concept of algebra is first
mentioned as its own strand of Mathematics
under the Year 6 section. The early stages of
solving equations are already being practiced
in Year 5 and earlier, when working out
missing angles in geometry and solving ‘fill in
the gap’ and ‘what is the value of…?’ style
questions.

Extract from the KS2 National Curriculum, found in the Year 6 section. (Source: gov.uk)
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I find it strange that it jumps straight into
using formulae, generating sequences
and expressing missing number problems
algebraically. These are topics involving the
use of Algebra but not actually understanding
the very basics. There is no specific mention
of the need for letters replacing unknown
numbers, certain mathematical conventions we
use (example: a x b = ab) in order to simplify
algebra or the introduction of algebraic
expressions.
In Year 7, students are taught a level of
algebra suitable to their ability. By Key Stage
4, all students are expected to be able
to express problems algebraically. In my
experience, middle and lower ability students
struggle to do this due to a lack of being able
to understand what algebra actually is. They
get used to using repeated methods and rules
they can do, but not fully understand.
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Therefore, I believe the right introduction to
Algebra is extremely important. The idea that
we use letters as a symbol (a Mathematical
convention*) to represent unknown variables
and that there are certain ways we write
algebraic expressions (also Mathematical
conventions*) should be taught in the early
stages of learning Algebra.
*An understanding of Mathematical
conventions can be very useful when students
ask why we do certain things in Maths, for
example, BIDMAS. There are lots of websites
out there to help gain a better understanding.

Extract from the KS3 National Curriculum. (Source: gov.uk)

I think it’s great when Year 7s come to me
with knowledge of solving simple equations
but I feel they lack the understanding of
the purpose of the letters. When I try and
introduce simplifying algebraic expressions, a
lot of students keep trying to find a value of
the letter. I have marked so many foundation
GCSE papers in the past where a student
simplifies something like 5a + 2a correctly,
but will lose all their marks for trying to find a
value for a. Maybe the simplifying of algebra
needs to be introduced earlier, especially as
the skills involved are learned from a very
early age.

MY

APPROACH

Using objects does not help. 3a + 4a
does not, and will not, represent 3 Apples
add 4 Apples. I can see why it will help
some students but it can really hinder their
understanding at a later stage. The use of
a letter does not represent an object or
an animal or a piece of fruit. It is a number,
and this understanding is far more important
than giving a student a quick fix to answer a
question.

THE FUTURE OF
ALGEBRA IN
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Algebra is the use of symbols as unknown
numbers and variables. I always explain to my
students that we use letters because they are
nice easy symbols that everyone recognises
and can distinguish between. We could
have used shapes or pictures, but someone
somewhere chose to use the alphabet and
Mathematicians since have stuck with it. I’ve
found that this little explanation helps eliminate
the wrong perception of algebra being about
“Maths with letters”.

As years go by, I have noticed that the
Algebra skills of new Year 7s are getting
better. They are getting a lot more practice at
primary school and it means we can further
improve of skills they have. This must continue.
Primary school teachers need to be confident
enough to extend the skills of their students, at
any level - understanding Algebra is not just
for the smartest students. Teachers must have
a good understanding themselves, and school
leaders need to be providing them with this.

Students are familiar with solving basic
equations from a very early age, so before
I even mention the word algebra I may give
a class some quick “fill in the gaps” questions
so I can then tell them they are already able
to solve equations. Building confidence is so
important at the early stages of algebra.
Algebra should never be described as a
difficult or unpleasant topic (even if a teacher
thinks that) because the negativity will stay
with the student.

As technology advances rapidly, so does
the need for excellent Mathematical and
Computing skills. Very soon, problem solving
skills will not just be desirable in a job, they will
be a necessity.
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Laura Wilson
@smilemaths
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tyred

out

DEVELOPING YOUR OUTSIDE LEARNING SPACE
I often find that inspiration comes from the
most unusual of places; recently, my mind was
set to work while I watched a young fellow
replacing two tyres on my car.
I have often extolled the virtues of using car
tyres in outdoor learning environments, but
what for…?
So while I waited for the work to be
completed, I jotted down some ideas...

building

towers

Children love to build and the ease of stacking
tyres lends itself really well, especially if you
are lucky enough to have different sizes of
tyre. I have had children try to match their
height and even mine (at 6’2”, that’s quite a lot
of tyres). There is a great deal of opportunity
for prediction, conjecture and problem solving
through the use of tyre towers.
~ How many tyre can we put over **child’s**
head until we can’t see her?
Children can then build around the tower (if
you have a good stock) to try to make it even
higher. Giving children of any age the chance
to build a tower until it falls can be a powerful
experience.
~ How can we try again but this time get it
even taller?
Tower pyramids work well as climbing frames
for gross motor development in EYFS.
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ROBUST

PLANTERS

I have written before (on my website) about
the use of tyres as planters. They are brilliant.
They are strong, long lasting, hold moisture,
have good depth (more so when stacked) and
are moveable (just have a broom to sweep
afterwards).
I have a collection in my garden that I have
used for flowers, an impressive herb garden,
tomatoes and have stacked 2 and 3 deep for
carrots and potatoes.
Try sugar soaping the tyres to remove any
grease and then rinse them thoroughly with
clean water. You can then paint them with oil
based undercoat, followed by an oil based
eggshell or satin wood paint. While this is a lot
of work, they shouldn’t peel for a few years.
If you haven’t got that sort of time, emulsion
works (and washes off children quite easily).
For more vivid colours, try spray paints (used
cautiously!).

Image credit: www.coolgarden.me

balancing

trail

By sawing tyres in half or piling up different
sizes, it is easy to create either a permanent
or semi-permanent balancing trail. Children
can walk, jump, and balance their way across
a range of obstacles. Older children can be
responsible for setting up a slightly different
course each week. This is where it is handy if
you can get some larger lorry or tractor tyres.
From a commercial point of view, there are
those that will build you a tyre trail, filling the
tyres with WetPour surfacing for added safety
and longevity. Sadly for me, this fixes the trail,
location and obstacle - I prefer the flexibility
that comes from a big pile!

storage
I have found that when it comes to storing
loose equipment outside it can be awkward.
Not everyone is blessed with sheds and
garages, so if you have garden tools, brooms,
drainpipes, guttering etc. they can be stored
easily, tidily and with quick access by standing
them in a stack of tyres. All of your Outdoor
Learning resources in one easy to access
place.

rolling

in

paint

This is such a simple idea that was inspired by
this BMW ad:

Image Credit: Screen Capture - Youtube BMWgab

What better way to decorate the playground
than with some water based paint (easily
removed by the rain!) and tyres? This would
be best with wheelbarrow or moped tyres as
they will roll further, faster and be more likely
to turn corners. Rolling tyres with different tread
patterns along unrolled wallpaper is great
fun - compare the the tread patterns.
~ Which tyre made each line?
Children can predict and measure distances.
Older children might even be able to calculate
the angles made where lines intersect. I would
have another group filming time lapse footage
too, as the lines develop.
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tunnels
This activity speaks for itself. Building a series
of tunnels using tyres could give the children
an immersive caving experience or put them in
role as a mole or worm…
Covering the tunnel system with camouflage
net or tarpaulin might mean that they would
need a torch to get through, and that creates
a sense of danger and adventure. They could
be mining for coal or redstone with Minecraft
Steve and write the diary of the adventure.
Watch out for creepers!

tables and
seating

sand pit and
water play
I can honestly say that there is nothing better
than a huge tractor tyre filled with sand - for
small children it is almost a beach in itself.
Probably best to invest in a cover or improvise
one from plastic sheeting or a cut wooden
disc.
There are a few options for water play. Using
either strong plastic sheeting or - if you want
a more permanent solution - pond liner, a
tyre can make a fantastic water splash pool
for EYFS play, mud kitchens or for various
experiments. Once again, the stackability
allows for different depths to be created.

A single tractor tyre and 4 car tyres make for
a very nifty outdoor classroom. Top the larger
tyre with a wooden board and you have a
great table and chairs and the children will
find it is great fun to move! View finding in art,
writing, recording maths or science activities
then has an added dimension. I have also
used half tyres as easy to move, low level
seating. Great for outdoor lessons as seats
and stools which children can sit or stand on.
Image Credit: earthwrights.co.uk
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Image Credit: Mary Peterson (Pinterest)

Image Credit: 1001gardens.org

If you have a stock of tyres, most of these
ideas can be done on a flexible basis, either
setting up focused child-led activities or setting
challenges for children to solve practically
using a range of construction skills.
Children will gain many things from playing
with tyres; there are physical benefits - from
rolling, lifting and building - and cognitive
benefits - learning patterns, shapes, design
and construction skills. They is a great variety
of ways in which children can collaborate and
share ideas.
If your Outdoor Classroom/Learning Area has
a Wipe Board/Chalk Board (and I hope it
does), children can drawn plans and diagrams
of what they intend to achieve - a là Scrap
Heap Challenge.
Some tyre fitters, especially those who are
said to “Fit tyres Quickly”, do not let you
take away tyres. Government regulations
apparently, but they are the only company I
have found not willing to fill my car boot on
request.

Points

to

note

Remember to check new stock for screws and
nails - they are old tyres for a reason!
Tyres are dirty, even if you jet wash them first they WILL mark children and their clothes!
Rainwater will collect in your tyres, so be
prepared to empty them out regularly (cutting
a drain hole in them makes this easier).
Tyres can get surprisingly hot in sunny weather.
Once you have finished with any tyres,
remember you need to dispose of them
responsibly.

Mike Watson
@WatsEd
www.watseducation.com
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