
#PRIMARYROCKS



#PrimaryRocks was born from a desire to connect primary teachers around the 
country.  Twitter is an amazing place where ideas can be shared, debates can be 
had and you can take a sneak peak into classrooms around the world.  

When we first had the idea of hosting a primary focused edchat, it was because 
we saw lots of edchats that were secondary heavy and not always relevant to 
colleagues in primary schools but you, colleagues, are the foundations that the 
future are built on.  

You are responsible for teaching the next J.K. Rowling to read and write, teaching 
the next Professor Brian Cox to experiment and inspiring the next Mo Farrah to 
compete.  

We have gathered as a collective of like-minded teachers who want to improve 
our craft to give the kids we teach a better chance at having a brighter future.  
We are here to share ideas, to meet old friends and to meet new friends who we 
have spoken with often, but are meeting for the first time.  

Some great speakers have assembled to share ideas that will inspire, engage and 
challenge your thinking but the most important part is you.  Take a look around. 
Everyone is here to meet you! Everyone here IS #PrimaryRocks.  Without you, there 
would be no #PrimaryRocks. 
 
Enjoy the day. 

Gaz Needle @gazneedle & Rob Smith @redgierob

http://www.twitter.com/gazneedle
http://www.twitter.com/redgierob


PROGRAMME

12.30 - 13.45 Lunch including a DJ off: 

   Dr DJ (aka Richard Farrow) vs. Andre 5000 (aka Graham Andre)

9.00   Welcome and registration
9.30 -10.00  Welcome by Gaz Needle followed by Lucy Powell MP: Speech and Q&A

10.00 - 10.40 Keynote: Hywel Roberts

14.25 - 15.05 Primary Rocks Live Panel Debate hosted by Dr Richard Farrow
15.10 - 15.50 Keynote: Stephen Lockyer
15.50 - 16.00 Thank you and close by Rob Smith

Bryn Goodman

Mark Anderson

10.40 - 11.10 Workshop 1

Emma Bramley

Jonathan Bailey

Dominic Traynor
Richard Farrow

Jon Brunskill
Tim Roach

11.20 - 11.50 Workshop 2

Tim Head

Angela Goodman

Tim Taylor
Jonny Walker &

Krysta Parsons

Ben Waldram
Leah Sharp

Michael Tidd
Mike Watson

12.00 - 12.30 Workshop 3

Rachel Orr

Graham Andre

Bryn Llewellyn

Claire Bracher

Sinead Gaffney
Sarah Wright

Conor Heaven
Dan King

13.45 - 14.15 Workshop 4

Julian Wood

Carmen Malpas

Jenna Lucas

Nancy Gedge

John Murray
Niomi Clyde

Chris Chivers
Sophie Merrill



hywel roberts
IMAGINEERING REVERIE

How can we get Declan to care about Tudor houses? How can we get Imogen to care about 
writing? How do we build ‘botheredness’? How can we help our children emotionally engage 
in the work we need them to do? In this session I’ll report back some of the things I’ve found out 
whilst teaching in primary classrooms in mainstream and SEN schools. 

Imagineering is what we do prior to the engineering of planning and delivery. It’s that reverie 
time where we think of what we’d like to do with our children; it’s when we are at our most 
creative and imaginative. It’s that time when we put context over coverage and wrap humanity 
around a cold, dead curriculum. We bring it to life. It’s a skill, but one that has been eroded. It’s 
time to reclaim our professional imaginations!

I think that’s what my session will be about :-)

@HYWEL_ROBERTS

STEPHEN LOCKYER
BEING INVITED TO LEARN

Changing the pitch of your lessons from ‘enforced learning’ to ‘invited learning’ has been 
transformative in my classroom, and I’ll be sharing the not-so-secret secrets of this change in pitch 
which makes the children in your charge enthused excited to learn, and willing to expand their 
horizons. Expect Dad Puns and tangential chaos.

@MrLockyer

http://www.twitter.com/hywel_roberts
http://www.twitter.com/mrlockyer


WORKSHOP ONE1

BRYN GOODMAN
MARK ANDERSON
DOMINIC TRAYNOR
RICHARD FARROW
EMMA BRAMLEY
JONATHAN BAILEY
JON BRUNSKILL
TIM ROACH



BRYN GOODMAN
USING MINECRAFT IN THE CLASSROOM

My workshop will demonstrate ways that teachers can tap into the children’s obsession with 
the game of Minecraft. Minecraft offers a wide range of opportunities for covering curriculum 
content in an engaging way. My workshop focuses on the Minecraft Pocket Edition for iPad. I will 
show examples of using Minecraft to learn about important historical periods such as Ancient 
Egypt and The Stone Age. Furthermore, I will demonstrate how Minecraft can be used to design 
prototypes in Design and Technology projects. I will discuss how Minecraft can be used in core 
subjects. For example, to learn about symmetry and times tables in maths, to develop description 
of story settings in English. Finally, I will assist delegates in identifying ways that they can use 
Minecraft in the topics they plan to teach in the future

@bryngoodman

MARK ANDERSON
I.T.’S WORKING

Technology affords us the opportunity to ensure that there are no hidden learners in the 
classroom. 

Mark’s session will look at strategies from his own classroom and the many classrooms in which 
he supports in the Primary phase. In this practical session he will examine ways to close the 
feedback loop, make marking easier, enable collaboration and to speed up progress; all things 
to make your life easier and their progress transparent. 

Mark will demonstrate a number of strategies such as spaced learning, building relationships, 
peer feedback and low stakes quizzing designed to have an impact on learning in your 
classroom and go some way to breaking down the classroom walls too. There will even be some 
prizes to be won! 

You will be expected to bring your mobile device and be prepared to participate, take photos 
and tweet! 

@ICTEvangelist

http://www.twitter.com/bryngoodman
http://www.twitter.com/ictevangelist


DOMINIC TRAYNOR
FILM-MAKING, THE ULTIMATE LITERACY ACCELERATOR

With increasing pressure on teachers to use technology in the classroom, how can we do this 
without neglecting the traditional skills of reading and writing? 

The explosion of iPads and tablets being used in primary schools means that we now have an 
incredibly simple device that can bring these two things together beautifully.

Filmmaking is the easiest, most engaging and inspiring way to encourage our pupils to develop 
their traditional skills at the same time as learning how to create the digital content that 
constitutes their everyday reality.

This session will explore the simplest ways to do so in order to double literacy progress at the 
same time as making an adventure film which your pupils will remember for ever!

@ataleunfolds

RICHARD FARROW
HOW CAN WE GET KIDS TO LEARN STUFF BETTER?

Have you ever wanted to understand why the children in your class can remember some things 
you teach them and not others? It may not be as random as you think. Did you know your brain 
works on problems, even when you aren’t actively thinking about them? Did you know that 
teaching something in two different places can massively improve retention? Did you know that 
pre-testing - even on content never covered before - improves chances of retention by around 
10-15%? I take these nuggets of research and put them into a practical guide to get the kids in 
your class to learn stuff better. While I don’t believe that teaching is easy, it certainly isn’t magic. 
By taking the best of research then ‘bending’ it to serve our own classroom needs, we can all 
become better at our jobs and get better outcomes for the children we teach. The presentation 
will inevitable include bad timekeeping, Partridge-esque jokes and a powerpoint with a 1995 
theme.

@FarrowMr

http://www.twitter.com/ataleunfolds
http://www.twitter.com/farrowmr


EMMA BRAMLEY
INQUIRY BASED DRAMA

The dramatic space is a place where you are not asked to be ‘passive victims or witnesses, but 
interpreters of experience, agents of the future, restoring action by recreating self consciousness.’ 
(2005, Bond)

A classroom. A ‘topic’. An historical context. Some facts and figures. Some given information. Some 
names on a wall. A story. An opportunity to create. An opportunity to imagine. Some tape on the 
floor. A drawing. A representation of a figure. You as them. You as yourself. The fictional world. 
The non fictional world. The imagined world. The real world. Existing in two realities. Metaxis. 

An inquiry based drama session looking at the process and moment of metaxis and the role of 
story in the curriculum. 

@emmabramley75

JONATHAN BAILEY
EMPOWERING THE TRIANGLE

A session to reflect on the power of sharing the classroom with the ‘outside’ world.  A time to look 
at the creation of the powerful triangle of child, parent and teacher. 
  
After a quick look at the research surrounding parental involvement in their child’s learning I 
would like to open how we can be using the power of technology to engage parents/carers/
home in the classroom.   Looking at various programmes/Apps which we can all use efficiently 
and most importantly creatively to benefit the children.

@jon_m_bailey

http://www.twitter.com/emmabramley75
http://www.twitter.com/jon_m_bailey


JON BRUNSKILL
WHAT’S THE POINT OF PRIMARY?

In a mostly incoherent rant, Jon will moan about how fraught primary education is, how it’s mostly 
our own fault, and how we can all do much, much better. 

Although sometimes viewed as a purely academic exercise, this will involve an intellectually 
indulgent return to the philosophical question of what just what primary education is for. It is Jon’s 
contention that if we got primary right, then it would be very difficult for secondary to mess things 
up.

Sadly, this is not currently the case, and as a profession we fail large numbers of children year 
after year. Those children are disproportionately from the poorest backgrounds. This leaves us 
with not a leg to stand on when higher standards and accountability measures are imposed from 
upon high.

It’s time for a change. It’s time that we become a profession and set the agenda. It’s time to stop 
complaining that SLT are overbearing and that Ofsted are making you mark too much. It’s time 
that we all grow up and start leading the conversation, instead of waiting to be told what to do 
then whinging. Time will be set aside to draw up revolutionary plans together.

@Jon_brunskill

TIM ROACH
SPEAK OFTEN AND CARRY A BOX OF PENS

When training, my GTP mentor likened Year 6 to The League of Gentlemen’s fictional town of 
Royston Vasey, i.e. ‘You’ll never leave!’ However, there’s nowhere I’d rather be. For all its high 
stakes pressures and behavioural drawbacks, teaching Year 6 is intense and exhilarating, with 
the bonus that the pupils are more likely to get your jokes. Working in deprived areas and 
communities of high immigration, I’ve honed my practice over the years through the challenges my 
pupils and I have faced. At the same time, I’ve taken charge of my own personal CPD (through 
Twitter, inevitably) and from trying to learn from the likes of Doug Lemov, Daniel Willingham, 
Carol Dweck and Ron Berger, and more recently, Shaun Allison and Andy Tharby.

@MrTRoach

http://www.twitter.com/jon_brunskill
http://www.twitter.com/mrtroach


WORKSHOP TWO1

TIM HEAD
ANGELA GOODMAN
BEN WALDRAM
LEAH SHARP
TIM TAYLOR
MICHAEL TIDD

JONNY WALKER & KRYSTA PARSONS
MIKE WATSON



TIM HEAD
COMPUTING: KEEPING IT REAL

The new computing curriculum has been a steep learning curve for students and teachers alike.  
The abstract nature of the subject makes it hard for many to get their heads around.  This can 
either lead to pupils (and teachers) becoming switched off.  Using toys, robots and electronics 
can help the children (and teachers) to see a purpose for it all.  They can see how changing an 
instruction on screen can play out in the real world. 

Sphero, Ollie, Bluebot, Codebug and crumble are all excellent and relatively cheap ways of 
helping the children to bring their computer code to life.  That module that everyone use to hate 
called ‘control’ is now set to be the key to ensuring learning within the new computing curriculum.

@MrHeadComputing

ANGELA GOODMAN
GLOBAL LINKING

There has been much discussion around Global Education over the last few years. We are being 
encouraged as a profession to build students with a greater awareness of the world around 
them, whilst developing their understanding of British Values. In this session we will look at how 
this can be done within the time constraints of the already stretched curriculum. I will share with 
you how I have been able to enhance the curriculum, rather than add to it. In the process one 
can build an ethos within school which is outward looking, with children who are welcoming and 
inquisitive about new cultures, whilst having a deeper understanding of their own. 
I will share with you the various means I have used to engage with global communities through 
British Council funding, and the benefits of the Global Learning Programme. As well as the 
successes, I’ll share the challenges travelling with children and planning international projects can 
bring.

@Goodman_ang

http://www.twitter.com/mrheadcomputing
http://www.twitter.com/goodman_ang


BEN WALDRAM
SURVIVING SPECIAL MEASURES - REIGNITING WRITING

‘I’m an Ofsted magnet...’

I’m no guru, I don’t have magic powers and it nearly cost me my soul but I survived special 
measures and was pivotal in turning a 4 into a 2 in 18 months. I hope to share some of the very 
simple but very crucial tips and ideas that are useful for any school - not just those under intense, 
regular scrutiny. 

English is my baby and I’m passionate about writing - I will also be sharing some ideas/topics for 
you to try and give your writing a boost. 

Expect opportunities to think about your own practice; helpful hints; and bad jokes. 

I will be wearing shorts.

@MrWaldram

LEAH SHARP
LEARNING - IT’S NOT JUST ABOUT THE CLASSROOM

This workshop is designed to explore the way we utilise time and people to ensure we are 
squeezing in as much useful learning time as possible! We will discuss the how to’s, the when’s and 
the why’s for pupil leadership and how to make sure it’s taken seriously and not a whim! The onus 
shouldn’t be just on the teacher - we are a team: time spent on training others means teachers 
can delegate!

@Leah_Moo

http://www.twitter.com/mrwaldram
http://www.twitter.com/leah_moo


TIM TAYLOR
IMAGINATIVE INQUIRY

Imagine being part of a team of mountain rescuers saving an injured climber, or running an animal 
park for creatures from all over the world, or exploring an Ancient Egypt tomb undiscovered for 
thousands of years, these are some of the fictional contexts students can engage with to bring 
the curriculum alive using Mantle of the Expert.

In this workshop, we will set up an imaginary context for learning and step into the fiction as 
an expert team. We will discuss how this way of working grabs children’s interests and creates 
activities for challenging and developing their knowledge, skills, and understanding. 

Don’t worry if you’re not keen on drama, this workshop won’t involve pretending to be a tree or 
floating like a feather to the sound of Aled Jones.

@imagineinquiry 

michael tidd
GOOD FEEDBACK (NOT MARKING)

Primary teachers are over-worked, the primary curriculum is stuffed to the brim, children are 
bombarded with feedback and we’ve enough data to put the Statistics Office to shame. But 
what if we just stopped?

Primary teachers have more than enough work that needs to be done, but how often are we 
forcing ourselves to do things that just aren’t worth the effort? Or trying to keep up with the 
brilliant teacher in the classroom next door?

There are plenty of things that have become the norm in our schools because that’s how we’ve 
always done it – and then over the past twenty years we’ve continued to add more and more. If 
we’re to save the profession from exhaustion, improve recruitment and retention, and still serve our 
children in the best ways possible, then something’s got to give.

And I’ve got plenty of suggestions for things we should stop doing!

@MichaelT1979

http://www.twitter.com/imagineinquiry
http://www.twitter.com/michaelt1979


JONNY WALKER &  KRYSTA PARSONS
FIXING SOCIETY WITH AWKWARD HANDSHAKES

A chance encounter on Twitter led us to set up a cross-England penpal scheme, which 
accidentally taught our children a lot about England, about shared values, about diversity and 
religion. 

Jonny’s class from a 1000-pupil primary in East London and Krysta’s class from an 80-pupil 
primary in rural Lincolnshire got to know each other, visited each other’s schools and explored 
the local communities. At the windows of glittering sari shops and on the back of tractors, the kids 
were able to chat, think and nullify any false presuppositions that each group had of the other. 
Through this, we sliced through the superficialities of the ‘British Values’ agenda and created 
something that genuinely produced respect, understanding, happiness and intercultural literacy.

@JonnyWalker_edu & @KrystaParsons

MIKE WATSON
I’M A TEACHER, GET ME OUTSIDE!

We have all taught lessons outside, almost certainly in PE and perhaps in Art or Science. I think 
that it can be just as beneficial to teach elements of other subjects outside, be it English, Maths, 
or Geography. Sometimes it comes down to nothing more than having the confidence to take 
away the walls of the classroom. 

When you have taught netball on the playground or rugby on the school field - did chaos ensue? 
No, because the expectation of children was clear, so why should it be any different if you 
choose to take a class or group outside for Maths? As long as the children are clear about the 
success criteria of the activity and understand what is expected of them in the time given, they 
will learn successfully. 

Should you choose to come and spend 30 minutes of your life with me, we will talk about why I 
think learning should be taken outside (backed up with a bit of research too!), how I approach it, 
how you can get started if you haven’t already and how you can develop ideas that can start to 
build a culture for taking learning in different curriculum areas outside the classroom. 

@WatsEd

http://www.twitter.com/jonnywalker_edu
http://www.twitter.com/krystaparsons
http://www.twitter.com/watsed


WORKSHOP THREE1

RACHEL ORR
GRAHAM ANDRE
SINEAD GAFFNEY
SARAH WRIGHT
BRYN LLEWELLYN
CLAIRE BRACHER
CONOR HEAVEN
DAN KING



RACHEL ORR
TAKE A RISK AND GET DIGITALLY CONFIDENT

Education is about providing children with life skills, beliefs and values so that they can thrive 
in the 21st Century. A 21st Century empowered with digital technologies. A 21st Century with 
digitally confident children. Children who are free to drive digital learning; discover new digital 
technologies; be enabled in their zest and passion for learning more. Free to know there aren’t 
any limits.

Driving education policy requires strength in leadership and vision. Driving education policy is 
about persuasion power and not position power. For me, education policy is about sticking to 
our core beliefs and being true to our children and ourselves with the resounding result that we 
are alive with learning. Brilliant education policy supports the inclusive nature of ‘inviting, including, 
involving and inspiring’ EVERYONE in EVERYTHING we do. Then we can enthuse, engage and 
enable everyone.....

The right to lead and drive education policy is given by those who agree to follow and that must 
never been taken for granted. Education policy is about being free. Free to learn what you want. 
Free to drive learning where you want. Free to shape learning how you want. 
How digitally confident are you? 

@RachelOrr

GRAHAM ANDRE
GENIUS HOUR

How can we allow our children to be creative with the pressures of testing etc? Genius Hour 
is the answer, this workshop will give a brief background on how Genius Hour came about 
and how you can use it in the class to help unleash your children’s creative side. Genius Hour 
ecompasses all areas of the curriculum and could revolutionise your classroom or school.

I will share my trials and tribulations and offer advice on how to start with a variety of age 
ranges (plus there will be free resources).

@grahamandre

SINEAD GAFFNEY
SPAG - WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA?

http://www.twitter.com/rachelorr
http://www.twitter.com/grahamandre


SINEAD GAFFNEY
SPAG - WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA?

How do primary school teachers describe and teach ‘literacy’? Since I started teaching in 1999, 
school literacy has changed (there’s the name for a start…). I’m a primary school teacher in 
Sheffield and as part of my doctoral studies, I videoed and interviewed my colleagues several 
times last year to build a picture of how we understand and teach literacy now. This workshop will 
consider some of my findings and we will discuss some of the issues I am grappling with as I write 
up:

· ‘Teachers practise what they believe’: Is this true?
· What role does subject knowledge play as we learn how to teach the new curriculum? Do 
  we know enough to teach English now?
· Does it matter if teachers find what they teach boring?
· Who sets the boundaries of what’s allowed and how far do we transgress?

@shinpad1

SARAH WRIGHT
NOW THAT’S WHAT I CALL LEARNING!

You’ve had a bad day. You sit in the car, slumped and moody.  Until that song comes on the 
radio. You turn it up, you sing, you smile. Classrooms are complex places. Emotional places.  What 
if I could bottle the ‘that song’ feeling and use it?

From using music as stimuli, to lyrics as algebra, Music has a far deeper place in the curriculum 
than the odd shake of a tambourine or ting of a triangle. Music is naturally emotive with a 
multitude of uses in the classroom. I’d much rather use a behaviour management system that 
has a child’s toes tapping than them shaking in their shoes.  Audio cues create a real sense of 
community in the classroom.  I’d previously seen call and response and dare I say it Lemov style 
conditioning systems and they made me cringe. Aloof, robotic and clinical.  Choosing snapshots of 
music to signal timings in the classroom brought a real bounce to lessons and created a culture – 
one where learning is valued, engaging and worthwhile.  

So whether you admit to being a Rick Astley fan, or keep your Take That obsession on the ‘down 
low,’ consider how music can help you compose creative learning!

@Sarah_Wright1

http://www.twitter.com/shinpad1


BRYN LLEWELLYN
KILLER CHAIRS

A New Perspective on Learning – Making English and Maths Active, Relevant and Fun... 
As teachers and leaders, we need to look at ways we can increase and embed creative 
opportunities for learning. Active Learning games help you to see unique and innovative ways to 
combine English, Mathematics and PE. The session will provide you with games and ideas that 
help unlock the potential of the PE hall and outdoor environment for learning core subjects, while 
also developing levels of fitness in our children. Studies show that children who are physically 
fit are better at absorbing and retaining new information. Our approach not only provides an 
enjoyable alternative to classroom-based learning, but promotes physical activity – crucial when 
we all face the increasing problem of sedentary lifestyles. The Active Learning games were 
devised by a teacher and school leader who love learning but hate sitting down. We were 
frustrated by the fact that many schools were focussing only on English and Mathematics, with 
certain subjects put to one side. Subjects were being taught in boxes and we know that this is not 
how we learn best. If you want to find out more about active learning, be prepared to get off 
your backsides and smile...

@brynll

CLAIRE BRACHER
RELATIONSHIPS

How do we get our children to own their learning? 

I am on a quest to find a way to get the children to ‘buy in’ to their learning and progress. My 
session will focus on creating a safe and mutually respectful learning environment which enables 
progress; an environment where the children want to improve and take steps independently, to 
develop their knowledge and skills - and not because we ask them to - but because they want it 
for themselves!  

Sharing tips and strategies to ignite a love for learning and facilitate progress in the classroom 
whilst building great relationships along the way. 

@cjabracher

CONOR HEAVEN
DON’T DO IT FOR SLT, OFSTED

http://www.twitter.com/brynll
http://www.twitter.com/cjabracher


CONOR HEAVEN
DON’T DO IT FOR SLT, OFSTED

Personally, I spent my first two years in a school which was RI. Outcomes for children weren’t great. 
The culture and climate of the school was one of fear/survival. I got my head down and worked 
out what was on the ticklists, included them in my observations and got through. I hated it. Lesson 
gradings were used torturously for those who could not work out the ticklists OR who decided 
that SLT’s way wasn’t the way for them. I dabbled with thoughts of quitting.
 
There is so much consultancy, CPD and programmes sold on the premise of how to get an
Outstanding grade from Ofsted…really?! Not how to be outstanding but how to get a grade.
 
My workshop will ask you to question the status quo, considering who is it for? What impact will 
it have? And why do it? Whether you’re in a school that focuses on growth and development or 
one that leads with scaremongering, Head teacher or Class teacher, I’ll teach you the maverick 
way. Questioning ill thought out policy and putting children in our first thoughts, it might just ease 
your workload and improve results - it will take some cojones mind!

@ConorHeaven

DAN KING
LET’S GET PHYSICAL

The recent ‘Generation Inactive’ report outlines that our children are the least active  and obese 
generation ever, describing half of 7 year olds spending less than an hour a day partaking in 
any physical activity.  Therefore, the need of being physically active has risen and prompted 
educators to consider how to make all learning across the curriculum physically active, not just in 
PE.

My session will aim to give you a bank of creative ideas on how to mobilise your classroom, 
which enables all learning styles and provide your students with an outlet for their energy, thus 
increasing concentration and keep learning fun and on your feet! These ideas have developed 
through my work with YouthsportTrust and Risingstars  and have been tried and tested with great 
result in my role as primary school teacher and PE leader.  Be prepared for a fun, active and 
kinaesthetic workshop. It even includes playing with Play-Doh too!

@ReceptiveTeach

http://www.twitter.com/conorheaven
http://www.twitter.com/receptiveteach


WORKSHOP FOUR1

JULIAN WOOD
JENNA LUCAS
CARMEN MALPAS
JOHN MURRAY
NIOMI CLYDE
CHRIS CHIVERS
NANCY GEDGE
SOPHIE MERRILL



JULIAN WOOD
BE THE PURPLE COW

I teach in the top 2% most deprived areas in Europe, the students have a paucity of imagination 
because of their lack of experience, missed opportunities to visit places and having very little 
background of wider reading. So it’s with little surprise that they fail to be ignited when the 
teacher stands in front of them and tells them that they have just climbed the largest mountain 
in the world (Did we drive up?) and  are now standing at the tallest point on earth (I’ve been to 
the top of Blackpool tower). Could they now describe what they are looking at? (No) Could they 
write about they’re amazing journey? (Not really) and could they write a detailed description of 
the top? (No chance).
 
Why do we as educators make the same mistakes, are we trying to test how badly they could 
write about something? It’s not the students fault, when the nearest they’ve ever travelled is to 
the City Centre. That’s the beauty of today’s internet, the World Wide Web should be renamed 
Wherever, Whatever, Whoever because with the web you can visit places on this earth (and 
beyond) that most of us will never have a chance to visit in the flesh in our lifetimes. Who needs 
imagination when you can actually go there!

@ideas_factory

CLAIRE BRACHER
RELATIONSHIPS

A little while ago, I was in a class where the children had been asked to draw out the 7 days of 
creation. On Day 7, I noticed one boy had drawn a man in handcuffs. Upon asking him to tell me 
about his drawing, he simply explained it was Day 7, and on Day 7, God was arrested. (Rather 
than God rested!). I had a little laugh to myself at first, but when reflecting on this, was troubled 
by the fact that the boy was simply prepared to accept this was how the story panned out. There 
was no curiosity as to why God would have been arrested. In fact, there were no questions 
about the story at all. Ever since, I have been on a quest to get children thinking, questioning, 
challenging, discussing and contemplating, through the use of Philosophy for Children. The session 
will look at how a typical P4C lesson works, the benefits and challenges of P4C, and how it can 
be applied across all curriculum areas. 

@JennaLucas81

JENNA LUCAS
CAN I ASK A QUESTION? P4C ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

http://www.twitter.com/ideas_factory
http://www.twitter.com/jennalucas81


CARMEN MALPAS
SPAG - WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA?

Makaton sign language is normally associated with children with SEN. It is successfully used as 
a tool to develop children’s communication skills. However, I have been developing the way I use 
Makaton since working in a school with high deprivation where I found retention a real issue.  
Makaton is about consistency, the signs don’t change from year to year and they can be taught 
alongside the curriculum with very little training or knowledge. 

My workshop will consist of practical ideas on how to use Makaton to enhance retention and 
learning not only for children with SEN but also your whole class! The main areas will be:

- Makaton - how to learn the signs quickly as a whole school;
- Makaton and Talk4Writing - how makaton provides consistent signs year on year and 
  vocabulary development;
- Makaton and guided reading- makaton for keyword learning, makaton for phonics, makaton 
  for developing comprehension skills.

@Sarah_Jayne1981

JOHN MURRAY
THE VALUE OF EMOTIONAL LITERACY

Improve Comprehension. Develop the Whole Child.

A unique course that explores the importance of engaging the heart when developing higher 
order reading skills.

Using a range of media and techniques, John will discuss how to improve a child’s ‘emotional 
dexterity’ and explain how this impacts on both a learner’s reading competency and emotional 
well-being. 

Focusing on how to support the competent decoder move forward, he will provide practical ideas 
that will help learners (whose reading is typically monotone) to transition from fluent reader to 
master of comprehension.

Not only will you enhance the teaching and learning of key Literacy skills, but will also remind you 
why you got into teaching in the first place.

http://www.twitter.com/sarah_jayne1981


NIOMI CLYDE
TWEAKING PEDAGOGY

 My session is called ‘Tweaking Science Pedagogy’ and will focus upon ways in which you can 
make small changes to your teaching pedagogy, but have a big impact on learning. I will be 
sharing many tasks and changes I have recently made to my practise and Science teaching 
concepts that have had a positive impact in my school and in local schools, through networking. 
Many of these pedagogical tweaks can be used in other subjects to enhance learning and 
understanding. I will also talk about assessment in Science and the different approaches we use 
to pre and post assessments, to form a good understanding of the children’s progress. I recently 
attended the Birmingham Annual Science conference and was able to take part in a range of 
workshops which enlightened me (even more so) to how we can deliver Science effectively in 
the Primary curriculum. Making each learning opportunity relevant to real life scientific scenarios. 
Science Lead, currently putting my school through the Gold PSQM award and going for SLE in 
Science in May 2016.

@RobertsNiomi
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There has always been a need to take stock of the children in any class that you inherit. Their 
needs will be many and varied. Without this underpinning understanding, any plans are likely 
to be, at best, informed guesswork, but, in the heat of classroom reality may need radical 
adjustment if they are to have impact. My session will seek to unpick the different elements 
that contribute to effectively unpicking needs and to cater for these within a busy mixed ability 
classroom, looking at both achievers and those who find learning harder. There are no perfect 
answers; getting as close as possible is a good first step. It is always worth remembering that it is 
the children’s needs that are paramount; the teacher role is to maximise the possibility of success.

@ChrisChivers2

chris chivers
ALL OF THE CHILDREN, ALL OF THE TIME

http://www.twitter.com/robertsniomi
http://www.twitter.com/chrischivers2
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Have you ever taken the time to stop and think about how you use the support your TA gives you 
in class?  How do you do things in your school?

TAs have the potential to make a massive difference in the lives of schools, to teachers and to 
children, and yet the biggest research project of its kind (DISS) showed that the children who 
work with TAs the most (and you know who they are) make the least progress - less than children 
with the same kind of problems learning do without any extra support at all.

You might not be in charge of TAs, but there is still much you can do, from a class teacher 
perspective as well as a strategic-more-SLT-kind-of-one to deploy Teaching Assistants more 
effectively - and it certainly doesn’t mean giving them all the sack to save money.

I’m not going to tell you how to do it - although I might tell you a few stories of my own, just to get 
you thinking, like - so come along prepared to share your own ideas, and share practical ways 
you can make a difference STRAIGHT AWAY.  I might also have picked the brains of one of the 
researchers and authors of the DISS report…

Oh, and I do have a bit of a ‘thing’ for SEND.

@nancygedge

NANCY GEDGE
WORKING WITH TAs

SOPHIE MERRILL
ART-ICULATING SKETCHBOOKS

How sketchbooks can be used in the primary setting. 

Sketchbooks are more than just a space for doodling. They are a place to collect, explore, 
research, question, reflect and experiment. They can be used to support children learning in 
many areas of the curriculum. My workshop will show ways in which sketchbooks can be used 
to support and enhance a creative curriculum. I will share examples of how I have done this, 
examples of children’s sketchbooks and support delegates in thinking about ways they can use 
sketchbooks in their own classrooms.

@missSMerrill

http://www.twitter.com/nancygedge
http://www.twitter.com/misssmerrill
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Would you like to write 
for a future issue of 

        
         ?   

Email 
primedmagazine@gmail.com 

with your ideas for an article 
and we’ll get back to you. 

Follow us on Twitter 
@primedmagazine for updates 

and deadlines.

Attention 

talented 

person!
(yes, you!)!

mailto:primedmagazine%40gmail.com?subject=Potential%20contributor
http://twitter.com/primedmagazine

